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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MARINE EMBLEM — WHALE SHARK 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.03 am]: I wish to inform 
the house that earlier today Premier Colin Barnett announced the selection of the whale shark as Western 
Australia’s newest state emblem. The announcement occurred at Forest Crescent Primary School, which 
provided the winning entry in a statewide search for Western Australia’s marine emblem. Earlier this year, 
Western Australian Chief Scientist, Professor Lyn Beazley, AO, FTSE, brought to the Premier’s attention that 
although Western Australia has the red and green kangaroo-paw as its floral emblem, the black swan as its 
fauna–bird emblem, the numbat as its fauna–animal emblem, and the gogo fish as its fossil emblem, the state did 
not have a marine emblem. That is quite remarkable given that the total length of the Western Australian 
coastline is 20 781 kilometres.  

Consistent with the scientific and educational value that state emblems bring to the community, this year on 
Western Australia Day the Premier announced that a primary school competition would take place to select 
Western Australia’s marine emblem. This process had similarities to that for the selection of the gogo fish as the 
state’s fossil emblem in 1995, endorsed by the government, which was through the initial efforts of the 
Sutherland Primary School in Dianella. A total of 34 entries were received from 28 metropolitan and six regional 
schools. That list was subsequently shortlisted to eight for consideration by a selection panel comprising 
Professor Beazley; Ms Sharyn O’Neill, director general of the Department of Education; Mr Michael Schultz, a 
Channel 10 weather presenter; and me in my capacity as Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier. The eight 
shortlisted schools were: Westminster Primary School for the whale shark; Karrinyup Primary School for the 
western rock lobster; Forest Crescent Primary School for the whale shark; Campbell Primary School for the 
Western Australian seahorse; Kewdale Primary School for the western rock lobster; Byford Primary School for 
the whale shark; Ocean Road Primary School for the whale shark; and, Balingup Primary School for the 
loggerhead turtle.  

On 25 September 2013, students representing these schools made a formal presentation to panel members. The 
presentations were all excellent, but the panel unanimously chose Forest Crescent Primary School as the winning 
school and Rhinocondon typus—also known as the whale shark—as the new state marine animal emblem. This 
recommendation was subsequently endorsed by cabinet. Forest Crescent Primary School demonstrated a strong 
grasp of the key scientific knowledge of whale sharks in its entry, and was able to provide additional details 
during its presentation and in further discussion with the panel members. Each member of the presentation team 
spoke with confidence and authority and gave a reasoned argument for why the whale shark would be an 
appropriate state emblem. 

The whale shark is a vulnerable, protected and iconic species in Western Australia. It has become famous for 
gathering off the coast of Exmouth in the spectacular Ningaloo Reef Marine Park every autumn and winter, and 
is a significant attraction for those visiting Western Australia because it reflects the diversity and beauty of the 
state’s marine life. The competition allowed schoolchildren to research marine life in Western Australia and to 
learn how science and the environment play an important part in supporting a diverse marine habitat. This 
interaction of primary school students across the state with marine science has been highly beneficial. I am sure 
members will join with me in congratulating Forest Crescent Primary School for its successful effort in 
presenting a case for the whale shark as Western Australia’s new marine emblem. 
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